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The state spending plan is
required to be enacted on July
1% of every year. Rarely does
that happen though and this
year is no exception. One of the
possible components of this
yearQspending plan is to
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Unlike the budget bill that
appropriates funding for state
programs, a trailer bill enacts
the laws required to implement
the appropriation. Most trailer
bills require a two-thirds
majority for passage because
they have urgency provisions
(meaning they take effect upon
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used frequently by
environmental pressure groups
that describes construction
equipment utilizing emission
control gadgets. The
environmental lobby is pushing
green construction on projects
that use funding from the
recently approved
infrastructure bonds. They
believe the state should
leverage its funding to maximize
the use of green construction.
The construction industry has
been firing back indicating that
the voters did not approve
green construction when the
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bonds were passed. The
industry also alleges it could
reduce the number of bidders
on projects and run up costs.
So far there is no specific trailer
bill. Word from Governor
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the administration is not
supportive of this proposal.
2 SQf f

SCC/AJPPORTAB456(CGo0R

ymap Payl Cook (
ARG % 5
continuously appro;%'}\%
funding to the Construction
Management Education
Account (CMEA) and SCCA is
supporting his efforts. The
CMEA is administered by the
Contractors State License Board
(CSLB) and awards grants to
state universities that offer
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awarded $239,000 to six
universities. The CMEA is solely
funded through voluntary
donations from contractors
when they apply for or renew
their licenses. Is your renewal
up? If so, make a small
contribution ¢ the item is near
the top of your form. This a
good state program, funded
solely by contractors, that helps
educate students for a career in
the construction industry.
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The Assembly Natural Resource
Committee held an unusual
informational hearing Friday
morning, July 6". The topic of
the meeting was the
implementation of AB 32 and
thefoFersightSof the &alifdrmial
Air Resources Board (CARB).
CARB is the agency currently
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construction regulation. The
hearing came about after
Governor Schwarzenegger fired
CARB Chairman Dr. Robert
Sawyer. Shortly afterwards,
CARBQ top staff member,
Catherine Witherspoon,
resigned from her position.
There was a lot of talk of
dginterference¢ from the
governor and what should be
done over at CARB, but one
very important theme should be
taken from this hearing. It gave
the public, us, a brief glimpse of
the struggle between Governor
SchwarzeneggerQ
administration and CARB.
Legislative representatives
clearly want CARB to be
independent of the governor.
But at the end of the day, the
governor is the CEO of state
government. CARB and its
board members serve at the
governor@ pleasure and that
makes it his to control. The
governor is accountable to the
people. Who is CARB
accountable to?



